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To  the  Maycyfy  Aldermen  and  Members 
of  the  Chippenham  Town  Council. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1949. 

This  report  is  based  on  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2/50 
dated  25th  January,  1950. 

I am  grateful  to  Mr.  S.  F.  French  for  his  assistance  and 
co-operation  during  the  year. 

T am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  L.  BROOMHEAD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics  for  1949. 


Area  (in  acres)  1,197 

Population  12,800 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1949 

according  to  Rate  Book)  3,522 

Rateable  Value  £77,027 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  £315 
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Male 

Fern. 

Total 

161 

3 

164 

9 

139 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Rate 

per 

1000 

E&W 

Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Birth  Rate 

82 

82 

6 

79 

3 

82 

12*8 

16-7 

Still  Births  

3 

•703 

•39 

Deaths  

Death  Rate  

69 

70 

10-8 

11-7 

Deaths  from  Puerperal 
Causes 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

2 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 
one  year 

All  infants  per  1000  live 

Births  

Legitimate  infants  per 
1000  legitimate  live 

Births  

Illegitimate  infants  per 
1000  illegitimate  live 
Births  

5 

5 

310 

32-0 

Deaths  from 

Cancer  (all  ages) 

12 

13 

25 

Measles  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

— 

- 

Diarrhoea  (uncler  2 years) 

— 

— 

__ 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

Respiratory  Diseases  (21, 

22,  23)  

3 

5 

8 

Heart  Diseases  and  Blood 

Vessels  (18,  19,  20)  

35 

30 

65 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  under  review  shows  a marked  decrease  as 
compared  with  1948,  when  the  figure  was  18’5(>  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
There  is  also  a slight  decrease  in  tlie  Death  Rate,  that  is  ]0'8  as  compared 
with  ] 1*6  per  1,000  of  the  population  recorded  during  the  previous  year.  It 
is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  Death  Rate  of  infants  under  1 year  shows  a 
marked  decrease  this  year.  The  rate  rate  for  1948  was  6T9  related  live  births  , 
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Prevalence  of  Infectious  Disease. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (ot^er  than  Tuberculosis  and  Food 
Poisoning)  occunng  during  the  year  1949. 


DISEASE 

Total  Cases 
notified 

Cases  Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

12 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

23 

— 

Measles 

17 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

4 

4 

Tynhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

7 

f) 

Dysentry 



— 

Cerebro- Spinal  Meningitis 



— 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

Of  the  four  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  notified,  two  were  confirmed, 
of  which  one  case  was  fatal. 


The  two  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  not  confirmed. 

The  year  under  review  shows  a marked  reduction  in  the  pre- 
valence of  Infectious  Disease  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  value  of  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  very  evident 
from  the  above. 

The  small  number  of  children  now  vaccinated  is  somewhat 
disturbing,  especially  in  view  of  the  type  of  Smallpox  occasionally 
introduced  into  the  Country  from  abroad. 
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Deaths  from  Ail  Causes. 


CAUSE 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  fevers 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

Influenza 

Measles 

Acute  Polio -Myel  and  Polio-Enceph 
Acute  Inf.  Enceph 

Cancer  of  buc  and  oesoph  (M) 

Uterus  (F) 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Cancer  of  Breast 
Cancer  of  all  other  Sites 
Diabetes 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 
Heart  Diseases 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ® 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

Appendicitis 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

Nephritis 

Puerperal  and  Post-Abortive  Sepsis 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

Premature  Birth 

Con.  Mai.  Birth  Inj.  Infant  Dis, 

Suicide 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 
Other  Violent  Causes 
All  Other  Causes 


Male 

Female 

Total 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

' 0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

0 

2 

2 

11 

7 

18 

1 

0 

1 

11 

7 

18 

18 

22 

40 

6 

1 

7 

1 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

2 

2 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

4 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

2 

ry 

10 

15 

\ 

Total  69 

70 

13»«| 
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Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality. 


Thirteen  cases  of  Tuberculosis  (ten  Respiratory  and  three 
Non-Respiratory)  were  notified  during  the  year.  The  same  num- 
ber of  cases  were  notified  during  1948.  Two  deaths  from  Tuber- 
culosis occurred  during  the  year  as  compared  with  six  during  1948. 

It  should  be  noted  however,  that  the  above  table  only  shews 
new  cases  notified  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year. 
It,  of  course,  does  not  shew  the  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
within  the  Borough. 

Food  Poisoning. 

During  the  year  under  review,  three  notifications  of  food 
poisoning  were  received.  Two  of  these  cases  could  not  be  con- 
firmed because  the  persons  concerned  failed  to  follow  the  advice 
given  to  them.  The  remaining  case  however  was  admitted  to 
Hospital  shortly  after  developing  symptoms  typical  of  food 
poisoning. 

A full  investigation  was  carried  out  in  this  case,  but  bo  pos- 
itive proof  of  the  vehicle  of  infection  could  be  obtained.  A few 
rissoles  purchased  locally,  and  consumed  by  the  patient  in  his  own 
home  were  considered  to  have  been  the  possible  cause  of  the  ill- 
ness, but  since  no  specimens  of  this  food  were  available  for  patho- 
logical examination,  the  organism  responsible  for  the  outbreak 
could  not  be  identified. 

An  inspection  was  carried  out  of  the  premises  where  the  food 
in  question  was  prepared,  and  food  handlers  were  interviewed,  but 
no  evidence  was  found  to  confirm  how  contamination  could  have 
occurred. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  following  children  have  completed  a full  course  of 
immunisation  during  1949. 

Ages  1 to  4—136  Ages  5 to  14—92 

TOTAL  228. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  following  percentage  of  children  are 
immunised  against  Diphtheria. 

Ages  1 to  4 66-6%  Ages  5 to  14—96*7% 

TOTAL  84*8% 


Meat  Inspection  and  Delivery. 

Following  representations  by  the  Council  to  the  Ministry  of 
Food,  there  was  a reduction  in  the  number  of  beasts  for  slaughter 
in  the  local  Slaughterhouses,  and  some  improvement  in  their 
cleanliness.  There  is  no  doubt  however  that  these  small,  anti- 
quated slaughterhouses  can  not  be  considered  suitable  or  adequate 
by  modern  standards. 

The  unloading  of  meat  from  the  delivery  vans  is  still  not 
satisfactory  and  is  dealt  with  by  Mr.  French  in  his  report. 

Maternity  Home. 

The  opening  of  the  new  Maternity  Home  at  Greenways  in  the 
Autumn  of  1950  will  be  of  great  value  to  the  Borough  and  a 
source  of  satisfaction  to  the  Council,  especially  in  view  of  its 
protracted  negotiations  to  ensure  such  an  event. 

Services  Administered  by  the  Borough  Surveyor 
and  Water  Engineer’s  Department. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  C.  R.  Phillips,  Borough  Surveyor,  for 
the  following  information  on  Water  Supplies  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Water  Supplies. 

Present  Position. 

The  Council’s  Water  Undertaking  has  produced  an  average  of 
1,591,000  gallons  per  day  throughout  the  year.  This  output  is 
within  the  possible  yield  of  borehole  sources  at  Westmead  and 
Ivy  fields. 

The  quantity  and  quality  has  been  satisfactory.  Precaution- 
ary chlorination  of  *2  parts  per  million  continues  to  be  carried  out 
at  the  Council’s  Pumping  Stations. 
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The  water  is  not  liabie  to  plumbo-solvent  action. 

The  Bradford  and  Melksbam  Rural  District  have  now  almost 
completed  the  construction  work  on  their  new  Regional  Water 
Supply  Scheme  and  are  taking  a regular  supply  of  water  from  the 
Town  Council’s  sources.  The  Trowbridge  and  Melksham  Water 
Board  have  constructed  most  of  their  scheme  for  taking  water 
into  the  Melksham  area  and  this  supply  is  expected  to  commence 
in  June,  1950. 

Future  Schemes. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  have  approved  in  principle  the  Town 
Council’s  scheme  for  laying  a 9"  diameter  trunk  water  main  to 
augment  the  supply  of  the  North-Eastern  area  of  the  Borough. 
Pipes  for  this  scheme  have  been  placed  on  order  and  are  expected 
to  be  delivered  in  the  early  part  of  1951. 

The  Town  Council  have  submitted  an  application  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  to  seek  a new  source  in  order  to  supply  water 
to  the  Caine  and  Chippenham  Rural  District  Council  for  the  East- 
ern part  of  their  district.  This  scheme  envisages  obtaining  an 
additional  supply  of  600,000  gallons  a day  and  while  the  construc- 
tion work  is  in  progress  it  is  expected  to  supply  this  scheme  with 
something  like  200,000  gallons  per  day  from  the  existing  boreholes. 
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Analyses. 

The  following  are  typical  of  reports  of  chemical  and  bacterio- 
logical examinations  of  samples  of  water  taken  from  the  distri- 
bution system. 


Copy. 


10  Units. 


Salisbury  Area  Pathological  Service. 

The  General  Infirmary, 
Salisbury. 

REPORT  ON  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 
OF  WATER. 

Water  sample  received  on  31-1-50  at  11.15  from  3 & 4 The 
Hamlet,  Standpipe,  High  Level  Main,  Chippenham  Town  Council. 

1.  Bacteriological  Count. 

Total  colonies  growing  on  agar  at  37°c.  in  48  hours.  1 per 
1 m.l.  of  water. 

2.  B.  CoLi  Counts  at  37°c.  and  44°c.  in  48  hours. 


Quantity  of  water  tested 

Acid  and  gas  from  lactose 

at  37°c. 

at  44°c. 

Five  tubes  of  10  m.l.  water 

Five  tubes  of  1 m.l.  water 

As  a result  of  calculation  made  from  above  : 

(1)  Number  of  Coli  Aerogenes  per  100  m.l.  growing  at  37°c. — nil. 

(2)  Number  of  Faecal  types  of  B.  Coli  per  100  m.l.  growing  at 

44°c. — NIL. 

Opinion. 

Bacteriological  examination  shows  no  evidence  of  pollution. 
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Copy.  Ref : E/EP/24 

The  Counties  Public  Health  Labobatories. 

66,  Victoria  Street, 
London,  S.W.l. 

ANALYSIS  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER  received  23-5-50  from 
Borough  of  Chippenham. 

Labelled  97,  Hungerdown  Lane,  High  Level  House  Supply. 

Date  22-5-50.  8.40  a.m. 

Taken  by  A.  W.  Ferris.  Witness  : D.  J.  Wilkding. 
Signed  : C.  Ronald  Phillips. 

Chemical  Results  Expressed  in  Parts  per  Million. 
Appearance  : Bright  with  very  few  mineral  particles. 

Turbidity  : Less  than  5. 

Colour  : Nil.  Odour  : Nil.  Taste  : — 

pH  : 7*3  Free  Carbon  Dioxide  : 18 

Electric  Conductivity  : 610  Alkalinity  as  CaCOg  : 255 


Ca. 

Mg.  Na.  CO^  SO^ 

Cl,  NO^  SiO^ 

Hypothetical 

117 

9-8  14  153  65 

27  3 8 

Combinations 

102 

153 

Calcium  Carbonate 

255 

15 

36 

Calcium  Sulphate 

51 

7-3  29 

Magnesium  Sulphate 

5 36 

2-5 

7 

Magnesium  Chloride 

10 

13 

20 

Sodium  Chloride 

33 

1 

3 

Sodium  Nitrate 

4 

8 

Silica 

8 

Total  solid  constituents  dried  at  180oc.  Difference 

13 

TOTAL 

410 

Hardness — TotaH  335 

Carbonate  255  Non-Carbonate  80 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

0-6 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  less  than  O'Ol 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0000 

Oxygen  absorbed 

0-00 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0000 

Residual  Chlorine 

Absent 

Metals — Zinc 

0-5 

Other  Metals 

Absent 

Fluoride  (F) 

0-8 

* Calculated  from  the  calcium  and  magnesium  contents. 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Refuse  collection  is  being  carried  out  by  a “ Lewin  ” Com- 
pressing Refuse  Collecting  Machine  which  continues  to  give 
satisfactory  service.  The  extension  of  the  developed  areas  of  the 
town  has  increased  the  work  of  this  service  and  the  Town  Council 
have  placed  on  order  a new  covered  refuse  collecting  vehicle  which 
is  expected  to  be  delivered  at  the  end  of  1950. 

The  Town  Council  continue  to  make  available  to  the  public 
supplies  of  dustbins  at  a reasonable  cost  and  a fair  proportion  of 
the  householders  of  the  district  take  advantage  of  this  service. 

Disposal  of  Refuse. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  the  Cuttings, 
Bath  Road,  where  a scheme  of  reclaimation  of  land  is  being  carried 
out.  Nuisances  continue  to  be  controlled  by  covering  the  refuse 
with  soil,  the  use  of  tip  dressings  and  frequent  eradiction  of 
rodents. 


Sewage  Disposal. 

Recently  completed  extensions  of  the  Westmead  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  which  came  into  operation  in  the  Spring  of  1949 
are  proving  satisfactory  and  an  effluent  of  satisfactory  standard 
has  been  discharged  into  the  river  throughout  the  year. 

Quantities  of  liquid  being  received  at  these  works  are  up  to 
design  figures  and  the  plant  is  capable  of  dealing  with  the  present 
infiuents  received  from  the  sewerage  area  dealt  with  by  these 
works. 

Patterdown  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

Patterdown  Sewage  Disposal  Works  have  operated  fairly 
satisfactorily  during  the  year  in  spite  of  the  absence  of  improve- 
ments needed  and  on  which  the  Borough  Engineer  has  to  report 
to  the  Council. 


Sewers. 

During  the  year  extensions  to  the  sewerage  system  have  been 
carried  out  to  serve  the  areas  being  developed  for  housing.  The 
Town  Council  is  continuing  building  outside  the  Borough  Boundary 
and  in  these  new  sites  a “ separate  ” sewerage  system  is  being 
provided. 

The  Department  is  engaged  in  preparing  a comprehensive 
report  on  the  sewers  of  the  Borough,  particularly  in  relation  to 
the  older  parts  of  the  system  which  were  laid  down  50-60  years 
ago. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Members 

of  the  Chippenham  Town  Connell. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  a lvep«»rt  of  tlie  work  earned 
out  in  my  department  during  the  year  1949. 

The  tables  and  particulars  conform  to  the  Ministry  oJ  Healtli 
Regulations  and  requirements. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  F.  FRENCH, 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  ! 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. 

475  inspections  of  premises  were  carried  out  in  connection 
with  Housing  and  Nuisances,  and  104  notices  were  served  requir- 
ing the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  housing  repairs.  Two 
Statutory  notices  were  served  and  complied  with. 

Housing. 

Five  Demolition  Orders  were  made  and  no  Clearance  Areas 
declared  during  the  year  under  review. 

One  condemned  house  was  still  occupied  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  Four  further  condemned  houses  were  occupied  by  unauthor- 
ised people. 

Overcrowding  does  not  appear  to  be  a serious  problem  in  the 
area,  and  very  few  cases  of  overcrowding  have  come  to  the  notice 
of  the  department.  Only  2 cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  are  on 
record.  The  statutory  standard  is  well  known  to  be  an  extremely 
low  one,  and  it  is  generally  acknowledged  that  it  does  not  confor  m 
to  modern  conceptions  of  satisfactory  housing  accommodation. 

If  one  takes  a bedroom  standard,  however,  based  on  the  use 
of  bedrooms  only  for  sleeping  purposes  and  allowing  two  persons 
per  bedroom,  and  for  separation  of  sexes  over  10  years  of  age,  the 
position  is  somewhat  different.  The  Council’s  application  list  for 
houses  contains  60  such  cases,  and  if  and  when  it  is  possible  to 
relieve  these  then  a substantial  advance  on  the  statutory  standard 
will  prevail. 
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Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective 
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Disinfection. 


Disinfection  was  carried  out  in  seventeen  hotnes  after  infectious 
diseases.  One  school  was  disinfected  on  two  occasions.  Bedding 
and  similar  articles  are  treated  by  sipeam  when  this  is  considered 
necessary.  No  charge  is  made  for  fumigation  or  steam  disinfection 
carried  out  for  cases  of  infectious  disease,  but  a charge  is  made 
when  carried  out  by  request  where  no  infectious  disease  is  notified. 


Eradication  of  Vermin. 

Few  cases  of  verminous  infestations  were  dealt  with.  The 
incidence  of  bug  infestation  appears  to  decrease  year  by  year. 
D.D.T.  and  Gammaxene  Insecticides  were  used  and  were  success- 
ful in  the  six  cases  dealt  with. 

The  ponds  at  the  rear  of  Lowden  Avenue  and  Audley  Road 
were  sprayed  with  Kerosene  on  two  occasions  during  the  summer 
as  a control  measure  against  mosquitoes. 


Rodent 


.Control. 


The  control  methods  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Kood 
are  closely  followed.  Poisons  used  are  Zinc  Phosphide,  Arsenious 
Oxide,  and  Red  Squill. 


The  sewers,  brooks,  and  sewage  outfall  works  are  now  treated 
as  a routine  measure  twice  yearly,  and  the  refuse  tip  closely 
watched  and  treated  as  often  as  may  be  necessary. 


As  reported  last  year  very  few  complaints  are  now  received  of 
other  than  very  minor  infestations.  Eighteen  applications  only 
have  been  received  during  the  year  from  householders  for  a free 
issue  of  rat  baits. 


Meat  Inspection. 

The  Slaughterhouses  in  Chippenham  are  controlled  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food,  and  serve  the  areas  of  the  Rural  Districts  of 
Caine  and  Chippenham,  Devizes  and  Malmesbury,  and  the 
Boroughs  of  Caine,  Chippenham,  Devizes  and  Malmesbury. 

The  improvements  in  methods  reported  last  year  at  the 
slaughterhouses  have  been  maintained,  but  it  cannot  be  said  that 
the  establishments  now  in  use  are  satisfactory  as  regards  situation, 
planning  and  construction.  The  policy  of  the  Ministry  on  this 
subject  should  be  declared  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 
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During  tlie  ^ear  impiuvetneiil  (unlniuud  in  the  cundilion  of 
the  meat  carrying  vehicles,  the  lining  witli  impervious  materials 
etc.,  and  the  provision  of  metal  containers  for  carrying  offals.  This 
improvement  sometimes  appears  to  be  offset  by  the  unsuitable  cov- 
ering garments  of  the  men  unloading  the  vehicles  at  the  shops.  At 
present  the  unloading  is  done  by  the  lorry  driver.  It  would  be 
more  hygienic  if  a second  man  was  carried  wearing  washable  head 
covering  and  overall,  whose  sole  business  would  be  the  handling  of 
the  meat. 

Decisions  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  relate  solely  to  the 
fitness  of  the  meat  for  human  food,  and  not  to  the  class  or  quality. 
Our  meat  inspection  system  is  based  on  recommendations  made 
by  the  Minister  of  Health  in  1922.  The  recommendations  were 
issued  for  the  guidance  of  local  authorities  and  their  officers  with  a 
view  to  securing  uniformity  in  meat  inspection  practice.  Although 
they  have  no  statutory  authority,  they  have  proved  of  great  value 
to  the  meat  inspection  service.  It  is  felt  throughout  the  country, 
however,  that  a prescribed  code,  legally  enforceable,  is  overdue, 
and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  an  Inter-departmental  Committee 
on  Meat  Inspection  is  now  in  session  to  consider  the  present 
arrangements,  and  to  make  recommendations  to  the  Minister  of 
Food,  the  Minister  of  Health  and  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Scotland. 
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CHIPPENHAM  TOWN  COUNCIL 
Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 

Year  ending  31st  December,  1949 
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Meat  Condemned  (Home  Killed)  during  1949. 


Bovines  : 

52  Carcases 
268  Heads 

36  Forequarters  

' 14  Hindquarters 

463  Livers  plus  220  part  Livers 
343  Plucks 
81  Melts 
168  Skirts 
Meat 


Pigs  : 

15  Carcases 
Offal 
Meat 

Sheep : 

12  Carcases 
Offal 
Meat 

Calves  : 

1 88  Carcases 
Offal 
Meat 


T.  c. 

11  15 

3 15 

2 7 

1 0 

2 15 

2 5 

0 1 

0 3 

1 2 


0 19 

0 15 

0 9 


0 5 

0 11 

0 3 


3 9 

0 1 

0 0 


Q.  L. 

1 18 

1 18 

0 23 

3 18 

2 26 

3 21 

1 22 

0 0 

1 3 


2 4 
1 20 

3 18 


1 5 

3 18 

1 2 


2 5 
2 1 

3 23 


Totai-s 


32  4 2 21 
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Miscellaneous  Goods  Condemned  During  1949. 


Meat : 

157  tins  (llSlbs.  8ozs.  of  Corned 
Beef) 

1 633  tins  of  other  Meats 
281bs.  Kidneys 
81bs.  Ox  Liver 
271bs.  Mutton 

2 parts  Canterbury  Lamb  (341bs.) 
2401bs.  Imported  Rabbits 

1491bs.  Imported  Hindquarter  Beef 
9 Meat  Rolls 
611bs.  Mates 
Fats  : 

4|lbs.  Butter 
5 lbs.  Dripping 
80  lbs.  Sweephat 
45  lbs.  Componex  Fat 
1 lb.  Peanut  Butter 
1 Gorgonzola  Cheese 
274  Tins  Cheese 
18  lbs.  Cheese 
1104  Camembert  Cheeses 
1 5 Tins  Lemon  Butter 

Miscellaneous  Goods  : 

5 Tins  Mincemeat 
1 25  Packets  Pastry  Mixture 

8 Tins  do. 

61  Fruit  Puddings 
34  Tins  Jam 
58  Tins  Marmalade 

1 Tin  Nescafe 

29  Packets  Cheese  Macaroni 
10  Tins  do. 

9 Packets  Sweets 
48  lbs.  Sweets 

3 Tins  Colman’s  Mustard 


1 Tin  Chocolate  Spread 

2 Gross  Purdies  Tomato  Ketchup 
12  Packets  Flour  (Australian) 

107  lbs.  Cake 

3 Tins  Soup 

6 Packets  Jelly  Crystals 
16  Packets  Barley  Sugar 
1 Packet  Dried  Egg 
1 Jar  Piccalilli 
18  Jars  Pickle 

1 Tin  Chutney 
Veg  : 

28  lbs.  Locust  Beans 
290  Bottles  Rhubarb 
61  Tins  Veg. 

440  Tins  Beetroot  (Australian) 

Milk  : 

2 cwts.  Swedish  Block  Milk 

61  Tins  Powdered  Milk 
105  Tins  Milk 

Fruit: 

461  Tins  Fruit 
34 J lbs.  Dates 

5 lbs.  Mixed  Dried  Fruit 

2 Tins  Tomatos 

Fish  : 

1 2 Tins  Mussels 

62  Jars  Cockles 
27  Tins  Fish 

Cereals : 

15  cwt.  Rolled  Oats 

3 cwts.  Cake  Flour 

MiscellapeouSrGoQds  Continued  : 

0 Jars  Jerkins 

1 Tin  Spaghetti 

I Bottle  Salad  Cream 
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Cysticercus  Bovis. 

In  November,  ]948,  a circular  was  received  from  the  Ministry 
of  Food,  referring  to  the  reported  occurrence  of  cysticercus  bovis 
infestations  of  cattle  in  several  areas  of  Great  Britain.  Routine 
examination  of  beef  carcases  and  ofPals  is  necessary  to  detect  the 
parasites.  Cysticercus  Bovis  is  the  cystic  stage  of  taenia  saginata, 
the  tapeworm  of  man,  and  the  danger  to  human  beings  consuming 
infested  meat  will  be  realised.  During  the  year  eight  cases  were 
found  and  were  dealt  with  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry’s 
recommendations. 


Shops  Inspections. 

202  inspections  were  made  of  premises  preparing  and  retailing 
foodstuffs.  Eleven  informal  notices  were  served  regarding  insuffi- 
cient sanitary  accommodation,  cleanliness  of  premises  etc.,  the 
stalls  retailing  foodstuffs  in  the  Wharf  Market  were  also  inspected 
weekly. 


Milk  and  Dairies. 

Number  of  distributors  with  premises  in  the  Borough  9 
Number  of  distributors  with  premises  outside  the 


Borough  3 12 

No.  of  T.T.  Dealers  4 

No.  of  Pasteurisation  Plants  (Holder  process)  2 

No.  of  samples  taken  of  Designated  Milks  76 

Number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  90 


The  Minister  of  Health  prescribed  October  1st,  1949,  as  the 
date  of  the  operation  of  the  Food  & Drugs  (Milk  & Dairies)  Act, 
1944.  On  the  same  date  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949, 
also  came  into  operation.  Broadly  speaking,  the  supervision  of 
milk  production  on  the  farm  becomes  the  responsibility  of  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  and  local  authorities  retain 
1 he  duty  of  controlling  the  distribution  and  sale  of  milk. 

Designated  Milk. 

76  samples  of  designated  milks  on  sale  in  the  Borough  were 
taken  to  ensure  that  the  conditions  of  the  licences  were  complied 
with,  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Pasteurised  ......  ......  37 

Pasteurised  Tuberculin  Tested  ......  6 

Tuberculin  Testerl  33 
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5 Samples  failed  to  reach  the  prescribed  standard  i.e.* 
Pasteurised  1.  Tuberculin  Tested  4.  The  former  was  believed  to 
be  due  to  a faulty  valve  in  a new  plant.  The  Tuberculin  Tested 
Milk  was  produced  outside  the  area,  and  on  the  occasion  of  each 
failure,  the  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  retailer  and  authority 
concerned. 

New  Regulations  came  into  operation  on  October  1st,  1949. 
Food  & Drugs  Authorities  are  now  responsible  for  the  licensing  and 
supervision  of  heat-treated  milk,  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  for  producers  licences  for  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” and 
Accredited  Milks,”  and  local  authorities  for  the  dealers  licences. 


Ice  Cream, 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manu- 
facture and  sale  (four  only  manufactured 

during  the  year)  5 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  sale  only  25 
Premises  from  which  ice  cream  is  sold, 
but  exempt  from  registration  4 

Inspection  of  premises  79 

Number  of  samples  ....  55 

Of  the  samples  42  were  placed  in  Provisional  Grades  I and 
IT,  13  failed  (Grades  III  and  IV)  9 failures  out  of  30  samples  were 
from  local  manufacturers.  Laboratory  test  is  by  no  means  the 
answer  to  cleanliness,  but  acts  as  a guide  to  local  authorities  to 
enable  them  to  distinguish  between  good  and  bad  manufacturers. 
'Phe  Ministry  have  not  stipulated  the  number  of  times  each 
manufacturer  should  be  tested  throughout  the  year.  He  certainly 
should  not  be  judged  on  the  results  of  one  or  two  samples  only. 

Ice  cream  appears  again  to  be  increasing  in  its  popularity,  but 
it  can  contain  organisms  which  may  be  dangerous  and  lead  to  food 
poisoning  or  give  rise  to  conditions  which  may  prove  serious  to 
public  health.  Manufacturers  of  ice  cream  and  those  who  sell  it, 
particularly  in  bulk,  have  therefore,  a considerable  responsibility  to 
the  general  public  in  seeing  that  their  product  is  a safe  one. 

It  is  expected  that  during  1950  the  Ministry  of  Food  will  fix  a 
chemical  standard  for  ice  cream.  Such  a policy  would  ensure  at 
least  a minimum  uniform  .standard. 
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